292       CHARACTERS    OF   THE   REFORMATION
retained it ever since. Further, after that episode
there could be no question of the Catholic Faith
returning in any strength. It might have sur-
vived in a large fraction of the people, but it
could never again mould the general spirit of
England.
Oliver Cromwell, therefore, is not only the
chief Puritan figure at the decisive moment,
the seventeenth century, when the Protestant
and Catholic separated finally and agreed to
call it a drawn battle; he is also the figure who
marks the turning point in the transformation
of England from a Catholic to a Protestant
country,
The process was not completed under him.
Catholicism largely survived in England till it
received its death blow there in 1688. But by
the time of his death the Protestant character
of England as a whole was firmly fixed.